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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 
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Basis of the report 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed 1 * and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 



the international application as originally filed. 

| | the description, pages ]45 » as originally filed, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



claims, 



pages , 

Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-22 



_ , as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

_ , filed with the demand, 

_ , filed with the letter of 

_ , filed with the letter of 



13 February 2004 (13.02.2004^ 



| | the drawings, sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig 



1/7-7/7 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 | the description, pages 

I 1 the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



o I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
■ — ' to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1, Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2-19 



1, 20-22 



2-19 



2-19 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

V.l Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: MONTARD N ET AL: *An efficient method for 

objective audio and video quality assessment 
in digital television applications" SIGNAL 
PROCESSING X THEORIES AND APPLICATIONS. 
PROCEEDINGS OF EUSIPCO 2000. 10 th EUROPEAN 
SIGNAL PROCESSING CONFERENCE, 4-8 SEPT. 2000, 
pages 2189-2192, vol. 4, XP008008708, Tampere 
Univ. Technology, Finland ISBN: 952-15-0433-9 

D2: WO 99 50824 A (TREURNIET WILLIAM C; UNITED 
KINGDOM GOVERNMENT (CA) ; THIBAULT LOUI) 7 
October 1999 (1999-10-07) 

D3: WO 00 00962 A (ASCOM AG; JURIC PERO (CH) ) 6 
January 2000 (2000-01-06) 



V.2 The subject matter of claim 1 is not novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 

V.2.1 Dl is considered the prior art closest to the 

subject matter of claim 1. It shows, particularly 
in sections x> 2. State of the art" and "4.1 Audio", a 
method for evaluating in real and continuous time 
the audio and video quality of a signal in the field 
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of digital television, by extracting the vectors of 
parameters corresponding to each time window. 
The method for selecting the dimension of the vector 
associated with each window is not defined in the 
claim; in particular its dependence on the sampling 
frequency and on the length of the time windows is 
not explicit. The subject matter of said claim is 
therefore not clearly defined (PCT Article 6) . 
Nevertheless, Dl also shows a method based on a 
reduced number of parameters (reduced reference 
approach) . 

V.2.2 Dependent claims 20-22 do not contain any feature 
which, in combination with the subject matter of 
claim 1, defines subject matter satisfying PCT 
requirements with regard to novelty: 

- the application to the digital television of Dl by 
implication covers the features of claims 20-22. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of: VI 

VI. 1 Claim 4 does not meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 6, in so far as the subject matter for 
which protection is sought has not been clearly 
defined. The claim attempts to define said subject 
matter in terms of the result to be achieved, yet 
this merely amounts to stating the basic problem 
the invention is intended to solve: in point (e) , 
"generate for. . .prediction coefficient s" . The 
technical features needed to achieve this result 
and solve the problem are absent. 

VI. 2 The term "temporal activity of the signal" used in 
claims 6 and 11 is vague and ambiguous, and leaves 
doubt as to the meaning of the technical feature to 
which it refers. The subject matter of said claims 
is therefore not clearly defined (PCT Article 6) . 

VI. 3 Other comments: 

VI. 3.1 The features that appear in the claims do not 



have reference signs between parentheses (PCT 
Rule 6. 2 (b) ) . 



VI. 3. 2 



Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 
5.1(a) (ii), the description does not indicate 
the relevant prior art set out in documents Dl- 
D3 and does not cite these documents. 
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